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5208 Ylenwood Road
Bethesda, HMaryland
January 9, 1949

Dear Uncle Ted anc Blisses,

I neve put the boy in a tubful of water siong with
two bears (plastic),one cork (Kressmann's Dry licnopole, Bordeaux) .
and oue uridentifiable pafrt of scse antlgue toy. Let us“nope they
doa't all drown while I desh off a reply to uncle Ted's kind letter,
recelved todaye. ' :

Your itrip souunded wonderful, sbgclutely wonderful. Your
description of the bLraln ride from fexlec tr Vera Cruz brougi:l tears
bo these 0ld egysse 1 van saell the bapies and he tortillas Iritas
now! I know iy deep symrathy ie wasted on you, but I do symvathize
with you tor heving Lo ride 30 .very far in buses, Jjust the saue.

As for your brother worsis, 1 follow nds poems eéna siuories in ihe
Fev Yorker wlth wiclly unwarranted rropristary pride, but I didn't
kacw about nis boocks., I niss no oppovriunlitaes for telling my friends
and acguaintances tnst 1 Znow sorris Sishop's brother and he's very
nice, the prother, 1 wean. tow 1 shall add, the dorris Bishop who
writes vocke' broiher. If you went to, I'11 let you lLeli your friends
that ycou Xnow Fhilinda Krieg, the sisiter of bhe John wW. Camwbell, Jr.
WG wrikes pooks. o one, alas, haes psid much atiention to thean as
yet, but it jJjust goes to show that a prorhet is nob without honor

"
1

save in his own counbtry, and ['w sure they rezd John's books in
Russla, bocause they are sl aboub aborle fission and guch-like
deep matbters. I read one of them aysell, and undersbood parb of 1t
the second tlme.

our lives ars very domestic up nere, bulb thank goodness
this is a good place to find baby sitbers, so every once in & while
we go out Zor an evenlag. Likewige we have peogle in now and then.
Thenk geodnees e aren'l expected to 40 as much entertaining as ve
did in Caracss, or I should be fur mors of a harrassed housewlfe
taan I alrezdy am. Cne geod thing about the sele~up here i3 Lhat the
foreigners have to entertain ug for a ehaags. It's a delizht ® De
able 50 0 out to some Latin ®merican Embassy and have them fawn
all over you rather than vice versa, -3 1t was down in Caracas. I
take a anlde sort of pleasure in watehing the Latins fall all over
themgelves making us happy ab cocktall particss, especially slnce 1
apent 8o wany fruitless nours Lrying to enlertain Venezuelans down
tiers. vene,uslans would dle rather than admit they zre having a
good time ab a parly, 20 of ccurse they are usually uiserable. They
are certainly quite dlfferent in their natlonal characteristics
from the sexicans.

sses 1 have yet to finish a letter in only one session.
‘Intervention ls Lourence John's settled policy.

In gplite of the long sileace between wy letiers, 1 have
never forgetien you nice, nice peorle. I am sc glad tht you are
all ag usual, and that Uncle Ted is still doing inepliicable things
like riding in buses. I wender how your harem is ¢ aning on, and
how all the young ladies are doing, and who the new addlitions may
be. I fail to imagine & haremless Unele Ted. Inconceiveble!
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We were sort of sad on leaving beautiful Caracas, al-
though having sgent four years there I was ready to move on.
Williaz told the people in the State Department thst he was
wi.ing to go anywhere, but would prefer not to wme %o Vashe
ingten just at this tlwe, so of course and nsedless to say,
they immediatd y assigned him here. He is Assistant Chief of
the Divisica of North and West Goast Affalrs of the American
Republics Affiirs Office, which means nothing to you and very
little to me, hig wife. The only possible advartage o the
title that I can see is that it’s very bandy for baffling the
voung ladies in the Uredit Deyartuents who ask we, "#nd Just
whal 1s your husband's position in the State Departaent " It
invariazbly stops them dead in their tracks, and I love W weteh
then struggle over trying to put it 211 down in the lLittle
rew of dotited lines asslgned to #pplicant’s Business. 1 have
been an ard enemy of the young ladies in the Credit Departments
ever since the young lady at Macy's sszid she'd@ never heard of
the State Departaent, never hesrd of the “oreign Service, never
heard of the Diploratic lervice, snd rever hesrd of consulates
either, but was I trying to say wmy husbend vwas in the Army? wWell
enyway, William likes hils job here very much, and is fond of his
boss, a really fine wan nauedSheidon i1ills. But having been pere
hap® irremedicbly coftened by the egse of life in warm and bee
servanted elivates, we are Lrying oot o cocunt the dasys too much
t11l our next foreign agsigneents Jt will ve three or DO ur times
365 days anyway, sc too difficult to count. And mesnwhile my
slothful character is beln improved veyond recognition. I'd
ed no 1dea I @ uld do so many things I didn't want Lo do at once!
wWe shall prcbebly lose a2 great dezl of money on this nice liutle
house we had to buy in order to obtalnh a roof, becsuse as evely-
one alwayc rushes over o Lell us, the real estate merket In t
Washington area 1s losing ground daily. Bul it is a nice house,
next to sowme wocds, with ‘& screened pereh in back, and an aubomatle
washing mechine in the kitchen (than) goodnessl), and a guest room
ucstalrs for peorlie llke you. I personelly with my own baby hands
pede the curtaing and even dust ruffles and a bedspresd for the
guest room. I can't sew, though, so Lhat beaspread is sonething
to sees ghe curtains were harder to ruin, but the bedsyread 18
amezing, simyly awsazing. I sometimes have to explaln Lo the iess
discerning exactly whal it's supposed to represent as it lies there
on the ved. I worked on it while Willlam read aloud to me from
Gibbon, 80 now every inept stitch reminds me ol some of the less
noble Romens. :

Alcoa We teft our happy home, and our dear Rita and Otiavia, on

(acronym for <& Sth, taxing—wr lgaa boat to New Orleans, 80 we pog;d go to
. Texam Lo cee williZm's sister. Laurence John begen being seaslek
Aluminum

» ..L
when the ship sziled out beyond the mole at La Guaira, end he kept
on belrng sgesick daily and sometimes at first hourly, untlil we
rezched New Orleans and bthe shé&lter of the iigsslssippi, or howsever
you speil %ﬁ. William and 1 felt fine, and the sea was Cpdim a8
couli be. 4he Phip's dvetor informed me heartily thal small chile-
dren NEVER get seasick, so I was forced to take hi. to our cabin,
wrere the very atmosphere itself convinced him that sedatives were
in crder. From then on our trip followed about the same happy pat-
tern, which was why we were willing to buy a house and settle down .
by the end of the summer. And there you have dur story, up t1ll now.

Affectionately,

Company of
America)
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